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WELCOME -
MESSAGE

WELCOME TO YOUR HILTON HONORS GUIDE

Welcome to your Hilton Honors Guide, curated by Le Travelogist!

Hilton Honors is one of the world's most popular hotel loyalty programs — over
7,000 properties, 119 countries, 22 distinct brands, and one of the most generous
elite benefit structures in the industry. Diamond status members receive
automatic room upgrades, complimentary breakfast, and executive lounge
access at some of the world's finest hotels.

This guide will help you:

e Understand how Hilton Honors points work and how to earn them fastest
e Navigate the four-tier status ladder from Member to Diamond

e Discover Hilton's unique perks — including the room selection feature

e |dentify the credit cards that deliver complimentary elite status

e Redeem points wisely for free nights at full value

Le Travelogist Team
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I iNTRODUCTION

WHAT IS HILTON HONORS?

Hilton Honors is the loyalty program of Hilton Worldwide — one of the
hospitality industry’'s most recognized brands, founded in 1919. Today Hilton
spans 7,000+ properties across 22 brands from budget-friendly Hampton Inn
to ultra-luxury Waldorf Astoria.

Key Hilton Honors fundamentals:

e Join free — start earning from your first stay

e Earn on stays, dining, and co-branded credit card spending

e Points never expire as long as you have qualifying account activity
® Four elite tiers: Member, Silver, Gold, Diamond

e Unique room selection feature — choose your exact room from the app
before arrival

Standout advantage: Hilton points never expire with qualifying activity — and
the room selection tool lets members choose their preferred room type, floor,

and specific unit from the app before check-in. No other major program offers
this.

Hilton's co-branded American Express cards are particularly notable — the
premium Aspire card includes automatic Diamond status, making it the most
accessible path to top-tier hotel status in the industry.

www.letravelogist.com
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THE HILTON BRAND PORTFOLIO

Hilton's 22 brands cover every segment from budget to ultra-luxury.
Understanding where each sits helps you plan earning and redemption
strategy effectively.

TIER KEY BRANDS BEST FOR

Luxury Waldorf Astoria, Conrad Hotels, LXR Milestone redemptions, peak luxury
Hotels stays

Lifestyle Canopy, Curio Collection, Tapestry, Unique boutique experience with
Tempo Hilton benefits

Full Hilton Hotels & Resorts, DoubleTree, Consistent quality, lounge access,

Service Embassy Suites business travel

Focused Hampton Inn, Homewood Suites, Tru Everyday travel, best points-per-

Service by Hilton dollar value

The Earning Advantage at Full-Service Properties

Embassy Suites properties — which include complimentary full breakfast and
evening reception for all guests — become even more valuable at Gold and
Diamond status, where the breakfast is already included. This effectively
reduces your all-in cost and improves the value of each point earned on your
stay rate.

EARNING SWEET SPOT: HAMPTON INN AND HILTON GARDEN INN PROPERTIES ON BUSINESS

TRAVEL DELIVER THE BEST BASE-EARNING VALUE PER DOLLAR. SAVE POINTS FOR WALDORF
ASTORIA OR CONRAD REDEMPTIONS DURING LEISURE TRAVEL.

www.letravelogist.com
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HOW TO EARN HILTON HONORS POINTS

Stays — Base Earning

Earn 10 points per $1 on eligible room rates at most Hilton brands. Elite
members receive bonus multipliers: Silver 15x, Gold 18x, Diamond 20x base
points per dollar.

Credit Cards — The Fastest Path

Hilton Honors American Express cards earn 7x—14x points per dollar on Hilton
purchases. Welcome bonuses of 80,000-180,000+ points are among the
highest in the hotel category. The Aspire card includes automatic Diamond
status — bypassing the 60-night stay requirement entirely.

Hilton Honors Shopping Portal

Earn bonus points through the Hilton Honors shopping portal at hundreds of
participating retailers. Stack with your co-branded card for double earning on
the same transaction.

Dining & On-Property
e Hotel restaurants and bars at participating properties
e Spa services and resort facilities

e Hilton Grand Vacations purchases

Bonus Promotions

Hilton runs regular point promotions — Double Points events, Status Challenges,
and Stay More Save More offers. Always check the Hilton Honors promotions
page before booking and register for active offers.

Earning at scale: A Diamond member paying $200/night earns 20x = 4,000
points per night. With a co-branded Amex adding 14x = 2,800 points, total

earning reaches 6,800 points per $200 — nearly 7 points per dollar across the
stay.

www.letravelogist.com
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ELITE STATUS TIERS & BENEFITS

Hilton Honors has four status tiers. The jump from Gold to Diamond is where the
experience fundamentally transforms — particularly with complimentary
breakfast and confirmed suite upgrades.

STATUS NIGHTS/YEAR KEY BENEFITS

Member 0 nights Base earning, free Wi-Fi, member discounts

Silver 10 nights 20% bonus points, 5th night free on standard rewards

Gold 40 nights 80% bonus points, room upgrades, complimentary breakfast

or bonus points, 48-hr room guarantee

Diamond 60 nights 100% bonus points, executive lounge access, confirmed
upgrades incl. suites, complimentary breakfast

The Complimentary Breakfast Advantage

For Diamond members, complimentary breakfast at full-service Hilton
properties can save $25-$60 per person per day. On a week-long international
trip for two, that's $350-$840 in savings — often exceeding the annual cost of
the credit card that provides the status.

Fastest Path to Diamond Status

e The Hilton Honors American Express Aspire card includes automatic
Diamond status

e Status challenges available for travelers switching from competing
programs

e Hilton events and group bookings can count toward night credits

www.letravelogist.com
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HOW TO REDEEM HILTON POINTS

Standard Rewards — Free Nights

Hilton uses dynamic pricing for award nights. Standard rewards range from
5,000 points per night at budget properties to 150,000+ at flagship luxury
resorts. Always compare the points cost against the cash rate — value varies
significantly by property.

The 5th Night Free Benefit

When booking 5 consecutive award nights on a Standard Reward, the 5th
night is free. This is one of Hilton's most valuable redemption features —
effectively giving you 20% off on stays of 5+ nights.

Premium Rewards

Premium Rewards are fixed-rate redemptions at select properties —
occasionally more points but with guaranteed availability, useful when
standard rates are sold out.

Points + Money

Combine a reduced points amount with a cash co-pay. Less flexibility than a
full points redemption but useful when your balance is short for the full award.
REDEMPTION TYPE EST. VALUE BEST USE
Standard reward (off-peak) 0.5-0.7¢/pt Luxury resorts in shoulder season
5th night free (5-night stay) 0.6-0.9¢/pt  Week-long leisure trips

Annual free night cert 0.8-2.0¢/pt Premium Aspire cert at luxury properties

BEST HILTON REDEMPTION: 5 CONSECUTIVE NIGHTS AT A LUXURY RESORT USING THE 5TH

NIGHT FREE BENEFIT DURING OFF-PEAK SEASON. THE COMBINED SAVING FROM THE FREE
NIGHT PLUS DIAMOND BREAKFAST CAN DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL PER-POINT VALUE.

www.letravelogist.com



W cHAPTER 5

HILTON'S UNIQUE FEATURES

Room Selection — Choose Your Exact Room

Hilton's room selection feature (available on the app) lets members choose
their specific room — including floor, wing, bed type, and view — before arrival.
No other major hotel program offers room-level selection at this scale. For light
sleepers, view preferences, or travelers with accessibility needs, this is
transformative.

Digital Key

Skip the front desk entirely — use your smartphone as your room key via the
Hilton Honors app. Available at thousands of properties worldwide, reducing
check-in friction significantly on late arrivals.

Connected Room Technology

Select properties offer app-controlled room settings — temperature, TV,
lighting, and DND status managed entirely from your phone before and during
the stay.

No Points Expiry

Hilton Honors points never expire as long as you have qualifying account
activity (a stay, points purchase, or credit card transaction) at least once every
24 months. This makes Hilton one of the most flexible programs for infrequent
travelers who want to save toward a specific goal.

Practical use: Hilton's room selection tool is most valuable at large resort
properties or urban hotels where room quality varies significantly by floor

and view. Use it to request high-floor, end-of-hallway, or park-view rooms
that would otherwise require asking at check-in.

www.letravelogist.com
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HILTON HONORS CREDIT CARDS

Hilton's partnership with American Express produces some of travel's most
generous hotel credit cards — including the only card that provides automatic
top-tier status.

ANNUAL  STATUS

FREE NIGHT BEST FOR

FEE INCLUDED G STFO
Hilton Honors Amex $0 None None No-fee starter
Hilton Honors Amex ~$150 Gold Weekend night Regular Hilton
Surpass reward travelers
Hilton Honors Amex ~$195 Gold Annual free Business
Business night owners
Hilton Honors Amex ~$550 Diamond Annual free Serious Hilton
Aspire (automatic) night travelers

The Aspire Card Case

The Aspire's ~$550 annual fee includes: automatic Diamond status (worth 60
nights of staying), a $200 Hilton resort credit, a $200 flight credit, annual free
night certificate, and Priority Pass lounge access. For a frequent traveler, the
credits alone can offset the full annual fee — making Diamond status
effectively free.

THE HILTON ASPIRE CARD IS THE MOST ACCESSIBLE PATH TO TOP-TIER HOTEL STATUS IN THE

INDUSTRY. DIAMOND STATUS THROUGH THE CARD DELIVERS COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST
AND SUITE UPGRADES FROM NIGHT ONE — WITHOUT FLYING A SINGLE QUALIFYING NIGHT.

www.letravelogist.com
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TIPS TO MAXIMIZE HILTON HONORS

e Always book direct at hilton.com or via the app — third-party bookings earn

zero points

e Use the 5th Night Free benefit on 5-night award stays — it delivers 20% more
value automatically

e Choose your room via the Hilton app before arrival — it's one of the

program’s best differentiators
e Register for all active bonus promotions before each stay
e Get the Aspire card if you want Diamond status — it's the fastest path by far
e Use annual free night certificates at Waldorf Astoria or Conrad properties for
maximum value
e Keep your account active (any transaction) to prevent the 24-month point

expiry window

Common Mistakes to Avoid

e Booking through OTAs — you lose all points and status benefits
immediately

e Notregistering for promotions — Hilton frequently offers 2x—3x points; pre-
registration is required

e Redeeming at peak rates — same properties can cost 3x more points in
high season

e Ignoring the 5th night free — always structure 5-night award stays to
capture this benefit

Book a free discovery call with Le Travelogist for a personalized Hilton

Honors roadmap.

letravelogist.com | info@Iletravelogist.com
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